
Draft Bourne Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
Evidence Base 

 
The table in this background paper includes a hyperlink to each of the documents 
underlined in the Draft Plan together with a brief explanation of the document’s 
purpose.  
 
The Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) needs to be based on a proportionate level of 
background information which provides a clear understanding of the Neighbourhood 
Area and a planning rationale for the policies in the Plan. The background information 
(referred to as ‘the evidence base’) consists of both qualitative and quantitative data 
drawn from the following sources: 

• Research and fact finding information from published sources such as census 
data, documents produced to support the preparation of the South Kesteven 
Local Plan and other published reference material; 

• Locally generated research published by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group (for example, the Bourne Character Assessment); and 

• The views of the local community and others with an interest in the future of 
the area where these are informed by research and factual information. 

 
A Consultation Statement will be prepared following consideration of feedback 
received on the Draft Plan to indicate how consultation responses have informed the 
development of the Plan.  
 
The table below lists documents referred to in the Plan under one of the following four 
sections: national planning policy and guidance; local authority planning policy and 
guidance; documents produced by the Steering Group, including a link to the Policies 
Map; and other documents. The documents within each section are listed in 
alphabetical order. 
 

Document Publisher/author 

and date of 

publication 

Subject 

National planning policy and guidance  

Biodiversity net gain. MHCLG. 2024 National planning practice guidance. Biodiversity net 
gain is a way of creating and improving biodiversity by 
requiring development to have a positive impact (‘net 
gain’) on biodiversity. 

Cycle Infrastructure Design 

(Local Transport Note 1/20) 

DfT. 2020 Guidance and good practice for the design of cycle 

infrastructure. 

Guidance on the Permeable 

Surfacing of Front Gardens’ 

MHCLG. 2009 Government guidance on the permeable surfacing of 

front gardens. 

Government policy on 

parking 

MHCLG. 2015 Government statement (2015) on parking policy.  

Inclusive Mobility DfT. 2022. Guidance on designing and improving the accessibility 

and inclusivity of public transport and pedestrian 

infrastructure. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/biodiversity-net-gain#about-biodiversity-gain
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycle-infrastructure-design-ltn-120
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/permeable-surfacing-of-front-gardens-guidance/guidance-on-the-permeable-surfacing-of-front-gardens
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/permeable-surfacing-of-front-gardens-guidance/guidance-on-the-permeable-surfacing-of-front-gardens
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance#other-planning-policies
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance#other-planning-policies
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-mobility-making-transport-accessible-for-passengers-and-pedestrians


National Design Guide  MHCLG 2021 Government guidance which illustrates how well-
designed places that are beautiful, enduring and 
successful can be achieved in practice. 

National Planning Policy 
Framework 

MHCLG. 2025 Referred to in the Neighbourhood Plan as ‘national 
planning policy’. It sets out Government planning policy. 

National Planning Practice 

Guidance 

MHCLG. 2024. Referred to in the Neighbourhood Plan as ‘national 
planning guidance.’ It sets out Government guidance 
regarding the implementation of planning policy. 

Town and Country Planning 

(Use Classes) Order 1987 (as 

amended) 

HMSO Essentially puts different types of property and land into 
various categories known as  'Use Classes'. Change 
between uses within the same class does not constitute 
development and therefore does not require planning 
permission.  

Local authority planning policy and guidance  

Bourne Shopfront Design 
Guide.  

South Kesteven 
District Council. 2005 

Guidance on alterations to shopfronts.  

Bourne Conservation Area 

Appraisal and Management 

Plan  

South Kesteven 

District Council. 2012 

Defines the special interest of the conservation area and 

assesses the action needed to protect and enhance its 

special qualities.  

Design Guidelines for 

Rutland and South Kesteven 

South Kesteven 

District Council. 2021 

Supplementary Planning Document which outlines 

design expectations and the steps to be undertaken in the 

design and planning process.  

Lincolnshire Development 

Roads And Sustainable 

Drainage Design Approach 

Lincolnshire County 

Council. 2021 

Includes guidance on parking provision, including 

disability parking and parking for motorised two-wheeler 

vehicles.  

Lincolnshire Minerals and 

Waste Local Plan 

Lincolnshire County 

Council. 2016 

Sets out the long-term vision, strategy, and specific 
policies for managing minerals and waste in Lincolnshire 
to 2031.  

South Kesteven Local Plan South Kesteven 

District Council.2020  

A spatial framework for guiding development across 

South Kesteven up to 2036. Establishes key principles to 

guide the location, use and form of new development. The 

Neighbourhood Plan must be in general conformity with 

the strategic policies of the Local Plan.  

South Kesteven Local Plan 

Policies Map 

South Kesteven 

District Council. 2020 

A visual representation that shows areas which are 
subject to site specific policies of the South Kesteven Local 
Plan. For example, areas to which town centre policies 
apply or areas allocated for employment. 

South Kesteven Local Plan 

Review 

South Kesteven 

District Council 

This will replace the South Kesteven Local Plan. It will 
cover the period to 2043 and is expected to be adopted in 
late 2027.   

Documents produced or commissioned by the Steering Group . 

Bourne Character 

Assessment 

2025 Summary of the defining visual characteristics of the 
villages and different areas of the town  

Bourne Town Settlement 

Boundary 

2025 Explains the purpose of the boundary and the criteria 

applied to determine its location.  

Green Infrastructure  2025 Provides the evidence base for the designation of Local 

Green Space and Important Open Space in the 

Neighbourhood Plan and describes the location of  Green 

Infrastructure corridors.  

Housing Sites Assessment  2025 Outlines the process used to determine which site to 

allocate for housing in the Neighbourhood Plan and the 

preferred direction for further growth required in 

response to the current review of the South Kesteven 

Local Plan.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/764/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/764/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1987/764/contents
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-development-management/conservation-and-listed-buildings-1
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-development-management/conservation-and-listed-buildings-1
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/conservation-area-appraisals
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/conservation-area-appraisals
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/conservation-area-appraisals
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/62/development-road-and-sustainable-drainage
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/62/development-road-and-sustainable-drainage
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/62/development-road-and-sustainable-drainage
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/directory-record/61697/minerals-and-waste-local-plan-core-strategy-and-development-management-policies
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/directory-record/61697/minerals-and-waste-local-plan-core-strategy-and-development-management-policies
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/localplanreview
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/localplanreview
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/


Local (non-designated) 

Heritage Assets 

2025 Provides the evidence base for the inclusion of local (non-

designated) heritage assets in the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Policies Map 2025 A visual representation that shows areas which are 

subject to site specific policies of the Neighbourhood 

Plan. For example, land designated as Local Green Space 

or land allocated for housing. 

Strategic Environmental 
Assessment and Habitat 
Regulations Assessment 
Screening Report 

Enfusion (on behalf of 
Steering Group). 
2025 

An assessment of the Plan to determine whether the 
policies  are likely to have significant environmental 
effects on the environment or on a European protected 
wildlife site. 

Vision and Objectives 
Consultation  

2020 Consultation paper on key issues and a draft vision and 

objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Vision and Objectives 
Summary of Responses 

2021 A summary of the responses received on the Vision and 

Objectives Consultation paper. 

Other documents referred to in the Draft Plan 

Ancient woodland, ancient 

trees and veteran trees: 

protecting them from 

development  

Natural England and 

Forestry Commission. 

2022. 

‘Standing advice’ for ancient woodland, ancient trees and 
veteran trees. It is a material planning consideration in 
the determination of planning applications. 
 

Biodiversity in new housing 

developments 

NHBC. 2021 Sets out approaches to design and development that work 
with nature to deliver multiple benefits – for people and 
wildlife. 

Biodiversity Opportunity and 

Green Infrastructure 

Mapping 

Greater Lincolnshire 

Nature Partnership on 

behalf of South 

Kesteven District 

Council. 2024. 

Mapping which identifies areas of high biodiversity value 

and areas of local biodiversity priority where it is 

considered most important and feasible to target habitat 

creation, extension, and restoration. 

Bourne Wood. A portrayal of 

a wood in Kesteven  

Friends of Bourne 

Woods ( author 

Richard Jefferson). 

2016 

An insight into the history, natural history and forestry 
management of the woodland.  

British Standard 5837 BSI. 2012 Provides recommendations relating to tree care, with a 

view to achieving a harmonious and sustainable 

relationship between new construction/existing 

structures and their surrounding trees.  

Business Count ONS. 2024 Data recording the number of enterprises, broken down 
by employment size band and industry.  

Census data ONS. 2021 The census takes place every 10 years. It gives a picture 
of all the people and households in England and Wales. 
The last census took place in 2021. 

Economic Impact of the 

Visitor Economy 

Global Tourism 

Solutions (on behalf 

of South Kesteven 

District Council). 

2022 

2022 report on the tourism and visitor economy in South 
Kesteven. 

Front gardens: designing RHS A guide to combining paving whilst creating an attractive 

front garden.  

Guide to Inclusive Cycling Wheels for Wellbeing. 

2020 

A guide on the basic principles of inclusive cycling. 

Homes for people and 

wildlife 

The Wildlife Trusts. 

2018 

Guidance on creating  housing developments that make 

a positive contribution to nature and to the health and 

wellbeing of people who live there.  

https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
https://shared.xmap.cloud/?map=2d298ce0-f83e-45ff-b475-58356428a221
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.bourneparishneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/documents/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences#avoid-impacts-reduce-mitigate-impacts-and-compensate-as-a-last-resort
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences#avoid-impacts-reduce-mitigate-impacts-and-compensate-as-a-last-resort
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences#avoid-impacts-reduce-mitigate-impacts-and-compensate-as-a-last-resort
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences#avoid-impacts-reduce-mitigate-impacts-and-compensate-as-a-last-resort
https://www.nhbc.co.uk/foundation/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments
https://www.nhbc.co.uk/foundation/biodiversity-in-new-housing-developments
https://south-kesteven.opus4.co.uk/planning/localplan/maps/biodiversity-and-green-infrastructure#/center/52.8325,-0.4718/zoom/12/baselayer/b:31/layers/annotations:0,o:11400,o:11401,o:11402,o:11404,o:11405
https://south-kesteven.opus4.co.uk/planning/localplan/maps/biodiversity-and-green-infrastructure#/center/52.8325,-0.4718/zoom/12/baselayer/b:31/layers/annotations:0,o:11400,o:11401,o:11402,o:11404,o:11405
https://south-kesteven.opus4.co.uk/planning/localplan/maps/biodiversity-and-green-infrastructure#/center/52.8325,-0.4718/zoom/12/baselayer/b:31/layers/annotations:0,o:11400,o:11401,o:11402,o:11404,o:11405
http://www.friendsofbournewoods.org.uk/
http://www.friendsofbournewoods.org.uk/
https://shop.bsigroup.com/
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/select/getdatasetbytheme.asp?theme=49
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=727&MID=4447#AI30464
https://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=727&MID=4447#AI30464
https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/front-garden-designing
https://wheelsforwellbeing.org.uk/our-campaigns/campaigning/guide/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/new-guidelines-call-homes-people-and-wildlife
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/new-guidelines-call-homes-people-and-wildlife


Institute of Lighting 

Professionals 

ILP 2021 and 2023 Guidance on ‘the reduction of obtrusive light’ (Guidance 

note 01/21), ‘bats and artificial lighting at night’ 

(Guidance note 08/23) and ‘a review of the impact of 

artificial light on invertebrates.’  

Lincolnshire Heritage 

Explorer 

Lincolnshire County 

Council 

A database of all known archaeological sites, finds and 

historic buildings in the county of Lincolnshire.  

National Heritage List for 

England 

Historic England The register of nationally protected historic buildings and 
sites.  

South Kesteven Employment 

Land Study 

Aecom (on behalf of 

South Kesteven 

District Council). 

2024 

Includes an assessment of the quantity and quality of 

existing employment land and its suitability to continue 

to support employment; an assessment of the likely 

future demand for employment space; and includes 

recommendations for employment land policies as part 

of the South Kesteven Local Plan review.  

South Kesteven Landscape 

Character Assessment 

South Kesteven 

District Council. 2007 

Defines areas of the South Kesteven landscape which are 

distinctly different from one another. 

South Kesteven Retail Study Savills (on behalf of 

South Kesteven 

District Council). 2015 

An examination of shopping patterns, the nature and 
content of the shopping facilities and the need for 
additional facilities, if any, over the period until 2036. 

South Kesteven Strategic 

Housing Market Assessment 

Aecom (on behalf of 

South Kesteven 

District Council). 

2023 

An assessment of housing need and demand in South 

Kesteven to 2041.  

South Lincolnshire Fenlands 
Gateway Access Action Plan 

South Lincs Fenlands 
Partnership.2013 

A framework to promote sustainable access to Willow 

Tree Fen and the wider South Lincolnshire Fenlands. 

Standards for Public Cycle 

Parking 

Bicycle Association. 

2021 

Guide to cycle parking and security standards. 

Streets for All Historic England. 2017 Advice for planning and implementing highways and 
other public realm works in sensitive historic locations.  

Tree Species Selection for 

Green Infrastructure: A 

Guide for Specifiers. 

Trees & Design Action 

Group (authors 

Hirons, A.D. and 

Sjöman, H) 2025 

Information to enable appropriate species selection.  

  

https://theilp.org.uk/about/
https://theilp.org.uk/about/
https://heritage-explorer.lincolnshire.gov.uk/
https://heritage-explorer.lincolnshire.gov.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/local-plan-review-evidence-base
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/local-plan-review-evidence-base
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/planning-building-control/planning-policy-local-plans/south-kesteven-local-plan
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/local-plan-review-evidence-base
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/local-plan-review-evidence-base
https://www.southkesteven.gov.uk/local-plan-review-evidence-base
https://www.lincsfenlands.org.uk/lincolnshire-fens/visiting-the-lincolnshire-fens.php#:~:text=The%20South%20Lincolnshire%20Fens%20Gateway,and%20visitors%20to%20the%20Fenlands.
https://www.lincsfenlands.org.uk/lincolnshire-fens/visiting-the-lincolnshire-fens.php#:~:text=The%20South%20Lincolnshire%20Fens%20Gateway,and%20visitors%20to%20the%20Fenlands.
https://bicycleassociation.org.uk/resources/cycle-parking/15/standards-for-public-cycle-parking
https://bicycleassociation.org.uk/resources/cycle-parking/15/standards-for-public-cycle-parking
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/
https://www.tdag.org.uk/tree-species-selection-for-green-infrastructure.html
https://www.tdag.org.uk/tree-species-selection-for-green-infrastructure.html
https://www.tdag.org.uk/tree-species-selection-for-green-infrastructure.html

